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Coloration in ancient Chinese art is closely related to religious expressions; it is particu-
larly so in the use of red. The common phenomenon of applying vermilion might have been
associated with smearing blood in certain religious rituals. In addition, red, or vermilion, also
maintains the concept of demise, which, in association with the philosophy of Yin-Yang and
the Five Phases, might imply the wishful thinking of revival. Consequently, red also alludes to
the alchemy of elixir of life. More often than not, black refers to the concept of the “neither
world.” There are strict regulations with regard to the color of the attire in ritual ceremonies;
in addition to the purpose of differentiating social hierarchy, such regulations are symbolic in
connotation, and involve consideration of psychological effects of colors. Observing the regu-
lation in dress code, by extension, implies an insistence on political orthodoxy. Ancient theory
of color becomes self-content after incorporating the philosophy of Yin-Yang and the Five
Phases; as a result, the concepts of “proper color” and “secondary color” are tied up with the
cardinal directions, and are interpreted from the complex viewpoint of the Mutual Conquest of
the Five Phases.
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