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Chinese Colors and their Meaning
-Toward a Modern Integration of Creativity in Chinese
Art and Design Education

Hu Zerman
Department of Textiles and Clothing
Fu Jen Catholic University

Abstract

If you have any chance to go shopping in Paris and Milan, you will find that the
fashion trend for winter 1998’s is very Chinese-like, with most of women’s clothes
turning “red”. Colors coming from China not only put a spell on the whole world of
fashion design, but also on the worlds of china, jewelry, household ornaments and
decorative textiles; all are entranced by these traditional colors of China. Take the
classical sofas in Europe for example, the luxurious style of Baroque is not the only
favorite choice right now, some red fabrics printed with Chinese cursive script and
golden seals, equipped with Chinese redwood furniture and antiques, have been
adopted boldly. Chinese style has also become the fashionable atmosphere of
Westerners for interior design. Earlier in the fall and winter of 1995, fashion designers
started to encourages the trend of “red from head to toe”. In the fall and winter of
1997, the fashion designer of Dior, John Galliano chose the oriental-style to be the
major theme for his collection. It is surprising how various famous designers happen
to express their individual interest in Chinese-inspired fashions almost at the same
time. They have succeeded to integrate the typical feelings about the colors and
images from Chinese tradition in a convincing way, creating a brand-new facade for
modern China.

Chinese traditional colors and form feeling are in some way unique in the world. They
are the result of thousands of years of creative effort and evolution, which have
resulted in a great variety of symbolic meanings. To be a contemporary Chinese
designer and promoter of art and design education means to have a thorough grasp
concerning the change and movement of the characteristic trends of Chinese colors
and their symbolic meanings over the centuries and millenniums. Moreover, one also
has to deepen ones understanding of the various background influences effecting the
changes from one generations to the next. As a saying goes: “To know the present,
one must know the past; without past, there will be no present”. What is needed today
is the emergence of a breed of modern designers with high sensitivity and creativity,
who can integrate China’s past and present in such a manner as to open up new

avenues for the further development of Chinese modern design.
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