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Think Outside of the Box: Visual Literacy in the New Century is one of the six distin-

guished works selected by several scholars and professionals for the Arts Life Series—a

commission by National Taiwan Arts Education Center in 2004. One of the purposes of

this commission is to promote aesthetic education by providing well-selected extracur-

ricular materials of arts for teachers and students at all school levels. The other purpose

of this project is to encourage art scholars and professionals to care more about the edu-

cational system and social values in Taiwan. It is also hoped that scholars and educators

would dedicate themselves more to the study and writing of arts education to promote

the idea of arts for everyone, and to prepare a learning environment for arts educa-

tion to better Taiwanese citizens awareness and appreciation of art and culture.

The author, Dr. Shei-chau Wang, currently teaches in National United University in

Miaoli, Taiwan. Based on Dr. Wang s long-term research interest and teaching experi-

ence in both Taiwan and the U.S., this book discusses ideas about visual culture, a new

trend that has gradually drawn attention from contemporary art educators. The purpose

of this book is to provide the readers with a thorough view about how the concept of

visual culture can be applied in teaching arts. It also gives the readers a comprehensive

idea on the integration of arts and humanity to meet the demands of the nation s Grade

1-9 Coordinated Curriculum. Think Outside of the Box is full of well written texts and

wealth of illustrations that offers theoretical knowledge and practical guidance for both

in-service and prospective art educators and general public to reflect on the contempo-

rary cultural phenomenon in the visual environment. It is indeed an informative and

authoritative arts education book available today.

National Taiwan Arts Education Center, the government agency for Taiwanese arts edu-

cation, has advocated aesthetic education by encouraging scholarly research and practi-

cal guidance to promote arts education in Taiwan. The Arts Life Series is one of the

works that exemplifies the efforts we have made. In addition, we have actively played an

important role in promoting the e-learning policy for the government and provided vari-

ous resources including hard- and soft-wares and publications. Having helped bridge the

gap of the imbalanced distribution of teaching resources between urban and rural areas

in Taiwan, the website entitled Taiwanese Arts Education (http://ed.arte.gov.tw) is an

example to demonstrate what we have done to better our service to fulfill the goal of

arts for everyone.

Wu, Tsu-Sheng
Director of National Taiwan Arts Education Center
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