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Sun-rise on Alisan , Ming-Shian Chen
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There’s no doubt that Alisan lives up to the reputation of the
most famous landscape in Taiwan in the international tourism
media- being famous for it’s Five wonders”: Sun-Rise; Sea of
Clouds; Evening glow, Forest and High Mountain Railway.

Sun rise pilgrimage is a routine morning activity for tourists;
the Sea of Clouds is a must-see too. Artist Ming-Shian Chen
described the sight as: “It’s like witnessing a religious ritual
of natural forests!” Layers of translucent colors floats with
the painting as ranges of mountains are partly seen-:-the
painting sports freely applied ink strokes and white washes,
casting a dazzling sight with a thousand rays across the
entire image. In the foreground, Ming-Shian Chen also added
colors to hint at Alisan’s early spring. Touches of dan-quig (a
kind of Chinese green) that seemed to bring energies of life
that brightened up the painting.
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The life of art is like the life of nature, all without an
end. (Ming-Shian Chen)
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That year, Sun Moon Lake, Jin-Shing Shiao.
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The mountainous Sun Moon Lake is Taiwan’s no.1 largest lake.
Though the 921 earth-quake inflicted some damage on her, this
kind of national, international scenery still possess its invisible
attraction to artist Jin-Shing Shiao.

Combining both traditional senses and new techniques, artist
Jin-Shing Shiao had captured the Sun Moon Lake through lay-
ers of ink shading that produced a misty, silky atmosphere. The
buildings around the lake are passively emphasized; its clouded,
mysterious mask evokes thoughts on natural scenery.

Upon opening up the artist’s photo album of 1978, it holds the
artist’s days in Nantou and three memories of the Sun Moon
Lake; beautiful lake scenery; the music of the Tsou people and
their group photo; and the views surrounding the lake. After
1999, the scene’s still magnificent and matches closely to
Shiao’s painting.
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“For around ten times per year, I travel to the Far North-
Eastern Coast, and upon each corner, the stunning beauty
shone through the waves, as if god himself held the paint-
brush,” said artist Shing-Sheng Yang.

Listening, watching, praising and drawing the sea, his
impromptu and heavy strokes outlines the cries and blessings
from the ocean; hard rocks contrasting the smoothness of the
ocean as rays of light gleams from pale green waters, it's light
and dark, shapes and colors, and texture inter-laps and fades
into the glistening dark blue that stretches for miles.

The Far North-Eastern Coast stretches all the way through
mountains and the Peikuan, travels through mountains and the
sea, issuing astounding views of wave erosion, the breeze carry-
ing a slightly salty scent from roaring waves. Not only can you
admire the lofty sentiments and scenery, but you could hear it
too.
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Far North-Eastern Coast, Shing-Sheng Yang.
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Yingko overview, Jun-Fa Shiao.

INBFTE o (REREBERRIAEE ? BKEDE TEWL, i RESIRERM  #HE
HAILER—ER BFREERSWHMERENILLE - MEBAMEERE - E2
B RREI A RAIHAZK o

BEZLSEIERS  ERERZHERUAKEZNE  EXFEFETIE—

BN IERNEE - tFERSEIRMARLIRER - EFRA - FERENREUENE
E5if - 5 EREEN R G TEAM SRS - ARREEAVEREE - 1©
MEEN « B ESGE T BlpIEEHEES - BREREENEE -

KERIE MUNES  EAEREBREMEMEENFK - "B, BEH &
BRRTEE - REAIBCHHES -

Have you ever had such experienced when you're young? As train passes Yingko station,
elders would tell us to look out the window at a huge rock that looks like a Yingko bird
resting on the mountains. That Yingko rock is the landmark in Yingko town, Taipei
County.

Following mountains that overlooks the Yingko pottery center and Dahan stream to the
site, artist Jin-Fa Shiao has his way of capturing the countryside sentiment. Using per-
ceptive eyes to enrich what he sees, he eliminates or keeps certain details when arrang-
ing vast landscape with objects. His painting reflects the development of the town and
creates an interesting rhythm between the moving and un-moving.

Scurrying trains and pottery shops make people look back at the simple and rich past
times. While we indulge in it, the “Jing De Zhen” of Taiwan will be opening up its new
era.
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point when you look back. (Jin-Fa Shiao)
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Flame Mountain ,Jin-Long Huang.
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Many mountains were named by ‘fire’ in Taiwan. The Flame
Mountain in Sanyi, Miaoli County is the most popular because
of the crumbly granite-littered wasteland and natural Chinese
Red Pine that forms a strange geographical landscape. In
1986, the Council of Agriculture Executive Yuan even made it
a nature reserve.

Facing this unruly site, artist Jin-Long Huang used plain, in-
depth landscape composition and shading to tone out the rocks
and pebbles, simplified the form of objects and created a clever
contrast between different sized rocks. In the midst of texture
and paint layering, he emphasized clearly the blue sky, moun-
tain, forest, and the lines, shapes, colors of nature with the nim-
ble composition.

Next time when you go to Sanyi, don’t just be a passer-by and
value this priceless treasure that’s offered by Mother Nature.



ﬁ\ ﬁ N i-% ﬂ « ,ll l-Fi ﬂ ,f i Originating from the heart, expressed through emotions,

and materialized through paintings::-Mother Nature's cre-

5‘-\ ’%h :f.., E ﬁ.: -é éi] ﬂJ @ ’& i ation is much adored. (Jin-Long Huang)
AN

o o=,
I Ny
o
o
|
- ‘-. .. f. "
o= G N s

Geography Landscape 039




3

ALneaqg YIIM pue] 9Y) SUIAOT~UBMIR] 0)UI JYSISU]

’

- EiREETECHE ( 97cm X 358cm ) PESKEE

Picturing the amusement in Long-Tou, Ming-Shian Chen.
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True to its name, Long-Tou, in Fanlu Township, Chiayi County still sings the quietness that
belongs to a mountain settlement with modesty.

Taking in the greenery and refreshing view---as the wind drifts over them, Long-Tou no longer
seemed like a human habitat, but a delusion. In “Picturing the amusement in Long-Tou, artist
Ming-Shian Chen not only included an aura of cloudy mountains and the humanity scenery in
the tea yard, but he fully expressed the unique ink painting technique called “color-layering” .
The ancients say: “Ink is color; color is ink” . Chen expressed it to a greater extent using multi-
ple strokes and shading when layering colors. Creating exquisite color variations in ink washes
and it increased the intensity, quality and heaviness of the painting.

Painting is like Tea Lore: color, scent and flavor must all be moderate, and each sentiment-filled
stroke in the painting hopes to give you a sweet finishing taste.



Beauty is that all creatures co-exist, and a peaceful
world is virtuous. (Ming-Shian Chen)
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The bird-eye view of the Emperor’s Hall to Shrding Hsiang is
like scanning a map. As our eyes travel on landscapes that
roamed about freely in vertical and horizontal manner, we've
also crossed sceneries inter-wined by time.

In the early times, Shrding was a transition point for people
traveling to and from Ilan and Taipei. The past was wrapped
up, together with the disuse of the Taipei-Ilan Freeway, but
artist Jin-Shing Shiao still managed to acknowledge Shrding’s
localism with a warm heart. Wild fields seemed peaceful around
the clear stream of river that cuts through the picture---enclos-
ing thousands of miles into a few inches of paper. Energetic,
esthetic feeling seeps through well-structured hill tops, flowers
and houses, making the painting extraordinary and full of life.

Shrding Hsiang is a valley surrounded by mountains in the
south of Taipei. Artists open our minds to new visions, reach-
ing inside the heart and materializing insights into paintings.
What about you? How will you go about your journey?

0 EBEAREM ( 142cm X 98cm ) EEEH
Overseeing Shrding Hsiang , Jin-Shing Shiao.



o % oA "t Look at Taiwan with your heart. Thousands of paths
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Roam across Eighteen Rohan Mountain , Jin-Fa Shiao.
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Eighteen Rohan Mountain is the most beautiful landmark in Liukuei, Kaohsiung County. If you'd like to take a
closer look, travel up the old no.184 freeway and experience the olden day tunnel-drive. Rohan Mountain’s
vertical mountain edge would be right by the road, all high and dangerous, having quite the imposing manner
of “Little Guilin” in China.

With an area of around 30 hectares, Eighteen Rohan Mountain is formed from granite in Liukuei that has
memories of Earth’s crustal movements implanted in them. This piece of work has power and local sentiment
enfolded in it. Artist Jin-Fa Shiao builds an image of the mountain by using texture of rocks, dimensional
depth, and steady colors and brush technique.

As the legends of Eighteen Rohan Mountain brings past memories---the artist suddenly realized that it’s been

15 years since he last took sketches in Liukuei!



& oy ﬂi{; ; % {i a It ; You can’t achieve without going into nature; only
- humbleness gets you far. (Jin-Fa Shiao)
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Tai-Ping Mountain is one of the three largest forestry centers in
Taiwan. Spectacular sights of the timber storage lake and five-
minute train were memories shared by forty to fifty year olds in the
Lo-Tung area of the Ilan County.

This path was originally the “five-minute railway” of the small
woodland train that roamed the Tai-Ping Mountain. Artist Shian-Fa
Su strolled through the quiet woods, silently enjoying the greenery
that filled his eyes, sketching as he went along. Choosing green and
yellow as main colors of the painting, he created a contrast using
high and low hues, and a sense of imposing distance. He also added
in quick strokes as thin branches in the sky, giving the quite plane
some rhythm and movement.

The woodland in Tai-Ping underwent a change from deforestation to
eventually becoming a tourist attraction. This re-calls memories of
the woodland’s tolerance and strength to every inch of land, while
putting its abundant natural and humanity resources into full use.

Upon next visit to Ilan, why not come to TaiPing Mountain and lis-
ten to the forest, the land and people’s stories.

0‘ KFUMRIVE ( 15F ) fls
The woodland trail of Tai-Ping Mountain , Shian-Fa Su.
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The new look of Shuan-Tung Nine-Nine Peak , Jin-Shing Shiao.
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Reaching Nan-Tou, the Wu-Chi River and the Nine-Nine Peak, with all its ridges, peaks and
ranges of vegetation, are always sceneries with stunning natural beauty to admire.

The Nine-Nine Peak, also called “Flame Mountain” ,has a unique landscape; ranges and
peaks that spreads and connects with one another promoted its name: “Nine-Nine” ,the high-
est number. It has long been a great place for people who have a sense of poetry, with scenes
that evokes their inspiration. Even after the earthquake, it still manages to retain the initial
view. Artist Jin-Shing Shiao was honest in his depiction of the scene, a year after the 921
Earthquake. He recorded the new look, taking in the profoundness and the exuberance of the
landscape through his work.

The composition as a whole portrays a sense of perspective, some places were deliberately
left blank, bringing new looks of Nine-Nine Mountain that is enriched with the feeling of
time and concern for the area. The beauty of Nantou is endless, like a symphonic poem, never
ceasing the painter’s enthusiasm for it.
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True nature shows in Picturing Taiwan.
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