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- Preface

ﬁihaﬂ from the Impossible to the Possible

Those who \A‘;ould by Iearning_attai@is seek what they
cannot learn. Those who would by effort attain to this,
attempt what effort can never efféct.

-- The Chapter “C| eng-Sang’, Zhuangzi
Those who are engaged in design have a faith-- ideas that
they create may not be achieved at present, but can be
fulfilled ten, twenty, or thirty years later.

Observing things, one had better not to see from a low or
near position, but from a high or far one. Otherwise, one
can fall into an irrational state. Astronaut Neil Armstrong set
foot on the moon. Could that be possible? Mr. Yun-Wu Wang
became a distinguished scholar whereas Mr. Yong-Ching
Wang, turned to be a successful businessman. Could that
be possible? Someone goes to university at 11, continues
postgraduate study at 13, and gains a PhD degree at 15?
Could that be possible? Reality speaks of everything. It is
possible that some people originally look unimportant,
but finally turn up being somebody. But, some people are
useless at the beginning and become the same in the end.
New York is a place where many talents and able people
from all over the world gather together. If you are not
distinctively different from others, it's hard to be successful.

Douglas Crimp’s (1944- ) 1980 essay “the end of painting”
indicated paintings had been dramatically declined since
the 1960s. Also, he said that many painters developed
their art into new directions and adopted new approaches
- for example, photographic reality, installations, video,
behavior, action art, conceptual art, etc. Artists have to
solve the problems of pressure of being contemporary
artists. These are artists’inescapable and heavy missions.

Are paintings really dead? Paintings themselves will not die.
The worse thing is a dead brain: looking at one another, but
remaining unchanged. Art itself is to express one’s ideas
and to change anything impossible to something possible.
People often say: “Art is based on beautiful creation.”
Making paintings is easy whereas creating ideas is difficult.
This is what | have come to realize after having stayed in
New York for 30 years. In 1978, | once wrote an article in
United Daily, saying: “The first prize is for creating work;
the second prize is for work with new ideas; and the third
or lower prize is for excellent work.” People who submit
paintings have a rule in their mind and judges need to

measure this rule. Every country has patent laws. Does art
need to have common “regulations”? | spent 30 years staying
in Taiwan and also the same length of time living in New
York, and I still think about this question. Perhaps | worry too
much.

Now is now. In 1993, Empathy on Paintings was first
exhibited in New York. There were Western paintings, color
ink, non-wax dye, fantasy dream, broken-color oil painting,
concave and convex and cracked style, fluorescence, and
modern calligraphy. Using my hands and brain, | only ask
whether | carry on working or not, not what | have gained.
In my work, the idea that “chorological concern and pictorial
nature work simultaneously” has been emphasized. In
2008, the “Revolution of My Own Paintings” was exhibited
in National Museum of History, in Taipei. In 2009, National
Taiwan Arts Education Center is going to have my solo
exhibition of Changing from the impossible to the Possible.
Within 17 years, there have been 9 exhibitions. Although it
is hard along the way, | regard all | have done as enormous
delight. That my works can be exhibited in these two
institutions is the result of many-year hardworking. Winning
the recognition gives me a great comfort, indeed. It can
correspond with what people say: “Buddha needs a stick of
incense whereas a human needs to prove his worth.”

National Taiwan Arts Education Center is an institution
regarding education as their major purpose. In the past, it
was rare that painters show their secret techniques in public
in their exhibitions. However, this time, after communicating
and discussing with the Director Wu, General Manager Li,
Yao-Chih and Mr. Hsu, Chung-Yin, | am willing to show my
secret techniques to the public. It is pioneering and can,
hopefully, be useful to Taiwan’s art education. The ancient
philosopher Jhongzi said: “That by which aptitude is given
to ability is skill.” Shih Tao said: “In making paintings, one
should not be restricted to certain rules, but use all creative
methods and ideas in practice.” In art, the first priority is
creative ideas and techniques are the secondary concern.
Art and techniques should go hand in hand together. | hope
people can draw inferences about other cases from one
instance and also keep their eyes open, make observations,
and have discoveries. Extraordinary people have their own
ways, make breakthrough, and continue doing something
creative. They will be able to open their new, broad and free
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