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Preface by the Author

In 1982, | said goodbye to my relatives and friends who sent me off flying from Taipei to settle in New
York. Originally, | had planned to study Modern Art in order to break through my oil painting creation. | had
great ambition with strong conviction to settle and struggle in a foreign country. | was hoping to become a
professional artist in the art field of New York City. However, | did not complete Modern Art, and unexpectedly
ended up in the art field of pastel.

Pastel art could be estimated as the fastest growing and widely known medium. It is favored by artists in
Europe and US. The Pastel Society of America was established in New York in 1972. It held open exhibitions
every year, hence it attracted many global artists to participate. New brands of pastel drawing paper and color
sticks are constantly coming out. The qualities get better and there are more selection of colors. An artist can
easily pick the color stick and go directly to pastel drawing paper to paint. Since no mixing is required, its color
is more precise than oil painting. Ever since pastel art has been becoming a trend, new pastel organizations are
continuously being established through out the country and all over the world. There have been over 50 pastel
art organizations established in the US currently, and it will continue to increase every year. Indeed, the
fascination of pastel cannot be neglected. Let us re-evaluate the significance of pastel art.

With great vision and drive, Mr. Wu Tsu-Sheng, the director of National Taiwan Arts Education Center
(NTAEC) had authorized me to organize "International Pastelists Invitational Art Exhibition" in Taipei in 2006 in
order to promote the growth of pastel art domestically. Hence, the International Pastel Exhibition was solemnly
held in the gallery of NTAEC in April 2007 as scheduled. With the assistance and kind effort of North America
Pastel Artists Association, Pastel Society of America, and Art du Pastel en France, the exhibition had a great
turn out. This splendid event not only was talked about with approval and fervent responses in domestic
educational and fine arts circles, but the exhibition catalogues have also reached out internationally. This is
great news on top of the grand pastel exhibition.

Director Wu and his organization were actively promoting pastel art education in Taiwan. He had also
organized the "Pastel Teacher's Workshop". This permits me to return and lecture once to twice a year since
2007. Several of the trained teachers from Pastel Teacher's Workshop that | taught have done extensive
research of pastel art. They've sent e-mails to me to review their paintings and critique. I'm really pleased and
grateful to see the progress in Taipei. Moreover, | must thank Director Wu's faith in me because he published
my book Amazing Delights in Pastel in 2008 and entrusted me to write a textbook about basics of pastel again.

The contents of The Art of Pastel Techniques and Artwork was written according to Director Wu's
suggestions. The purpose of this book is to allow Taiwanese citizens who already have basic understanding of
art to learn how to paint pastel after reading this book. Therefore, this book focuses on two aspects: introduction
of pastel materials and basic techniques. It's convinced that readers should be able to comprehend at a glance
and be able to participate in the creation of pastel easily. As for the demonstration techniques, the book
contains simple step-by-step instructions and can be easily understood. As for the appreciation of famous
artwork within the book, I'm tremendously thankful for having so many global artists' support in providing me
some of these pictures. The styles and themes of these artworks are different and diversified. It shows a wide
range of varieties for readers to acknowledge and understand the trend in pastel art from all over the world.

| hereby give special thanks to Ms. Wang Feng-Ling and Ms. Chen Mei-Chun of NTAEC, who are the
editors of this book. They have worked with me closely and patiently for the past half year. Further more, |
would like to thank my two diligent assistants Lee-Mei Young and Hui-Chu Hu who are vice president and
treasurer respectively of North America Pastel Artists Association. These two friends have helped me type
Chinese and create document and image computer files on a long term basis. Sylvie Cabal, President Art du
Pastel en France who had provided me with the famous European pastel images. Also my daughter Emay Kao
who had helped me with the English translation. Without their great merits of assistance, this book cannot be
successfully published.
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