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Preface

Taiwan has its beautiful name “Formosa,” reflecting its nourishment of abundant natural ecology
and ancient human remains. To open the window to the public for art appreciation, National Taiwan
Arts Education Center (NTAEC) published the three books with the theme of “picturing Taiwan”
— Taiwan lllustrated: Imaging the Island in Paint (2002), Picturing Taiwan: Life Scenery (2003), and
Insight into Taiwan (2006). They achieved enormous popularity and were sold out as soon as they

were published.

To continue its concern with Taiwanese culture, the Center decided to schedule and publish Taiwan
100: Impression of Water Ink Paintings. One hundred pieces of representative Taiwanese paintings
presenting scenic attractions were made through painters' unique capacity for observation and
aesthetics. These all demonstrate individual artists' enormous vigor and remarkable creativity and

promote the beauty of Taiwan to a wider audience.

The previous three books were written by the following ten artists — Hsing-Sheng Yang, Ming-Hsien
Chiang, Hsien-Fa Su, Chin-Taa Yuan, Chun-Hsiang Wang, Ming-Hsien Chen, Chin-Fa Hsiao, Chin-
Hsing Hsiao, Min-Hsiung Hsu, and Chin-Lung Huang. Their true substances have built solid bases.

In the latest book, we particularly invited the former head of NTAEC, Mr. Chun-Chieh Chang, to be

a convener and also another four artists, Chang-Pong Wu, Kae Wang, Chin-Taa Yuan, and Andrew

Hsung, to work together. These five all produced their paintings using different approaches.

Published with half illustrations and half texts, this book depicts natural ecology, humanistic
landscape, and all kinds of ordinary people's everyday life on the beautiful island — Taiwan —
these which are vividly demonstrated to the reader. In the part of texts of the book, using simple
language to explain profound studies and achieving art educational contexts are certainly required
so that even beginners can perfectly realize thoughtful meanings of all the artworks. In addition,
the bilingual approach (Chinese and English) is also employed so as to let foreigners be able to read

this book. It is hoped to show Taiwan's extraordinarily beautiful scenery to the world.

| can still recall having been with these five painters. Witnessing the five artists' (also professors)
devotion in the meetings during the initial planning period, | could hope for a fantastic outcome.
Today's result is exactly what | predicted. Besides visiting real scenic spots to paint, we also
arranged outings twice so that they could paint the natural scenes. Every painter went to 100
attractive spots all over Taiwan and submitted his 20 most satisfying pieces of work. Then, five
painters could in the end contribute their 100 paintings. The result made from their collaborative
efforts is wonderful. Here, | myself would like to show my highest respect and gratitude to these
painters. Hopefully, this book's publication can spur the public's profound realization of Taiwan's

natural landscape and humanistic impression.

Tsu-Sheng Wu

Director-General, National Taiwan Arts Education Center
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