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Words from the Curator

Children’s painting has been the starting
point to cultivate children’s talent in art and it
best reveals the innocence of children and the
world through children’s eyes. An exhibition of
children’s painting always has an eye-catching
palette, it always inspires people to think, and
it always brings joy and pride to parents. It is
this motivation that makes possible Taiwan's
World School Children's Art Exhibition. Thanks
to the efforts of art educators who are also
enthusiastic about children’s art, the Exhibition
has been held for 41 years.

For decades, the World School Children's
Art Exhibition has attracted students and
parents both domestically and from abroad to
participate. Years and years of applause and
admiring gasps have subsided; we have now
accumulated more than 6,000 pieces of award-
winning artworks. The most wonderful thing
that has happened during all this time is that we
are honored to receive the collections donated
by the Association for Education through Art
of the Republic of China, the sponsor of the
Exhibition. With this boost in our collection, we
have become the most important children’s art
education research base. It is our great honor as
well as our responsibility.

Ever since we received the children’s
artwork donation from the Association for
Education through Art of the Republic of China,
institutions and organizations have constantly
applied for exhibition form us. As long as
sound security is provided, we are more than
happy to comply. To better accommodate the
increasing needs of children’s art education, a
systematically compiled world children’s artwork
album is truly necessary:; it shall serve as a record
of art education and a tool for establishing
children’s art education in our country.

As the 100th year of our republic’s
establishment is approaching, it is a great
moment for our legacy and heritage to be
carried forward. After several discussions with
the Association for Education through Art of
the Republic of China, we have followed three
principles in selecting this album'’s artwork:
inclusion of international artwork, adaptation
of different art styles, and one thousand pieces
of artwork. With the assistance from experts
in children’s art education, President Wu, Long-
rong, the representative of all Standing Directors,
Principal Ding, Zang-ao, Principal You, Xue-e,
Director Hou, Zeng-hui and Principal Zhong, Qi-
feng, we have selected 841 pieces of artwork

from other countries and 159 pieces of domestic
artwork; a total of 120 countries are included.

Due to budget limitations, one thousand
pieces of artwork have been selected, and it is
the maximum number allowed. As mentioned
earlier, the selection standard is not based on
the quality of the artwork and some fine works
of art may have been excluded. Therefore
| would like to express my appreciation for
understanding such inevitable exclusions. The
Center and | are extremely grateful to the
Association for Education through Art of the
Republic of China, children’s art education
experts, and all colleagues on this album; it is
your collective effort that makes possible this
album, writing a new page in the history of our
country’s art education.

Wu, Tsu-sheng
Curator, National Taiwan Art Education Center
October 25, 2010
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face The True Me and Happily Accept Myself

While technology brings a convenient and
precise lifestyle for us, some may doubt whether
pursuit of the satisfaction of speed can take the
place of simple and humble joy within one’s
heart. Strolling down the street on a sprinkling
day, appreciating the sunrise and sunset on a
mountain or a beach, randomly picking a green
leaf, performing wonderful music, drawing graffiti
aimlessly to make oneself or friends smile. Will
all these simple joys in life vanish in silence
because of technological advancement? The
doubt in our minds leads us to the consideration
that the human race is being dominated by
technology in the 21st Century and is beginning
to establish a new way of taking in the world
and to deviate and withdraw gradually from
the natural mind, to even ignore the potential
feelings that come with human nature. Such a
growing dependency on external objects and
ignorance of the sensations of the heart are
sounding an alarm for us all.

Based on such assertions, we urge even
more emphasis on children’s painting. Color
drawing is not simply the depiction of object’s
shapes; instead, it is a true expression of emotion
deepwithin. Through drawing, children may
learn sincere consideration of people around
them, explore their true feelings about their

environment, and observe the pulse of the
natural world. The Association for Education
through Art of the Republic of China has
sponsored children’s painting exhibition for
40 vyears; each year many excellent paintings
from all over the world are put on exhibition
and domestic scholars and experts in children’s
art education are retained as judges to choose
the best paintings. The exhibition goes on tour
not only domestically, but also internationally
despite limitations on resources. Countless
children and parents have responded to the
exhibition extremely well, and that is how seeds
of art are planted.

Thanks to Curator Wu of the National
Taiwan Arts Education Center whose full support
has made possible the publishing of the World
Children Painting Album. A collection of one
thousand pieces of excellent painting are chosen
and published in both Mandarin Chinese and
English. Not only can we appreciate the 40-year
history of the Association for Education through
Art of the Republic of China through the
album, but with all these paintings we may also
provide a platform of world children’s painting
appreciation, collection, and study. lts practical
application value is beyond measure.

It is the childrens’ innocent and romantic
pureness and their expression of true self that
drive the Association to continue sponsoring the
annual World School Children's Art Exhibition.
Every time when tedious administrative tasks
begin to take their toll, these paintings that keep
coming from all over the world re-boost our
sense of mission and keep us going forward. We
know very well that painting is the cornerstone
of aesthetics in humanity, essential for Llife,
whether inspired by the process of creating or
appreciating art. Technology and aesthetics can
be reciprocal in creating beautiful and solemn
values for life in the modern world.

Wu, Long-rong
President, Association for Education through
Art of the Republic of China
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About the World School Children’s Art Exhibition

In order to promote international cultural
exchange and the development of fine arts
education for children, National Taiwan Arts
Education Center and Chinese Association for
Education Through Art have continually hold
the World School Children’s Art Exhibition with
ardent support and participation worldwide for
more than forty years since 1966.

Nowadays by means of the creation
experiences and appreciation of colors and
paintings, the fine arts education for children
cultivates the creativity, appreciation and sound
judgment and additionally trains children’s
critical thinking to lead them to form and
express their identity and create the personality
with virtuousness, aesthetic, sense of humor and
perception.

The Association donated the awarded
World School Children’s Paintings to the Center.
In order to collect, research, and exhibit the
works, the Center inaugurated the “NanHai
Gallery” and “World School Children’s Paintings
Collection Room on July 4th, 2007, hoping to
establish the exclusive professional research and
exhibition center of children’s painting.

In recent years, the Center and the
Association have conducted the business of
traveling exhibition and artwork exchange
actively. These paintings have been exhibited
in Republic of Latvia and Lithuania(2006),
Austria, Poland, and Germany(2008), Japan and
Korea(2009), hoping to introduce Taiwan to the
world, strengthen the mutual friendship, and
build a new frontier with love and co-prosperity.
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