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{TAIWAN Four Seasons (2012 ) The Series of Taiwan, Orchestral Music for Junior High School/
High School Orchestra)) Creative Concept and Notes on the Music

Taiwan as an island with its unique landscape enjoys different sceneries in its different parts.
Rich heritage of musical culture is also embedded in Taiwan. During his travels around Taiwan, Hope
Lee has not only marveled at the meticulous work of the Creator in all the scenes of Taiwan but also
collected rich materials of music from all over the country. Commissioned by the National Taiwan
Arts Education Center, Hope Lee introduces the beauty of Taiwan to his audience through this piece.
He attempted to illustrate a Taiwanese image that once impressed the Portuguese and earned its name
ITha Formosa, beautiful island, in the 16th Century. Hope Lee used the rich coloration of orchestral
music and titled the piece “Four Seasons in Taiwan, the Series of Taiwan: Orchestral Music (2012).”
All the sceneries in Taiwan, from the north to the south and from the east to the west, are written into
pieces after pieces of orchestral music, which then walk the audience into tableau after tableau of

Taiwanese images of grand beauty.

The First Chapter: Heavenly Lanterns in Pingxi (Lantern Festival in January: Twinkling Stars
Dotting the Sky)

The swelling sounds of the string instruments with growing intensity illustrate the “Pingxi
Heavenly Lanterns” rising from the plain of Kavalan. The wishes written on the lanterns pray for
familial happiness, national prosperity, and the blessings for the coming year.

The swelling sounds of the string instruments with growing intensity illustrate the “Pingxi
Heavenly Lanterns” rising from the plain of Kavalan. The wishes written on the lanterns pray for

familial happiness, national prosperity, and the blessings for the coming year.
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The Second Chapter: Kelang, Keelung Seaport (Early Spring in February: Mellow Lights

Shimmering in the City of Rain)

The shimmering and floating lights on the fishing boats oversee the port of Keelung from afar,

and they bring back the message of early spring to the seaport of rain. Suddenly, lively singings

approach and wander afar again, resembling both the sounds of waves and the joyful singings of the

fishermen.

Duration ca. 10’
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Instrumentation Remark

yEN=] Piccolo 1

& Flutes 2

eEE Oboes 2

BEE Clarinets 2 % B (B-flat)
KEEZEE Bass Clarinet 1 B B 3 (B-flat)
KEE Bassoons 2

B Horns 4

ISR Trumpets 3 % B# (B-flat)
=95 Trombones 3

EE5% Tuba 1

EEE Timpani 1 207 23”7 267 29”7 327
128 Percussion 3

BiE Tubular Bells

BER FEE Vibraphone or Hand Bells

FasE IS Ex Singing Bowls

FRE SR (3 2= ) Chinese Tam-Tam

FhE R BN Chinese Opera Small Gong

—AE Triangle

EF—REE Violins |

FE_NER Violins 1|

PR Violas

RIRE Violoncellos

EEREE Double Basses
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Piccolo / %55

2 Flutes / R A\
2 Oboes / H#E%

2 Clarinets in B flat / f# B 8 &%
Bass Clarinet / (F 5 HEE

2 Bassoons / K& &

4 Horns in F / F ;%155
3 Trumpets in B flat / [ B $3/)\5&

3 Trombones / 5%
Tuba / K5

Timpani / E&&% (20" 23” 26” 29” 32”7 )

3 Percussions / FJE4523 :
Tubular Bells / &$&
Vibraphone or Hand Bells / BEE 255} F & [E
Singing Bowls / FafsREfk
Chinese Tam-Tam / FE$A3% ( 23348 )
Chinese Opera Small Gong / FREITEI/)\$#
Triangle / =&

Violins | / 88—/]\{2%
Violins Il / 88 = /)22
Violas / AA#EZ
Violoncellos / K322
Double Basses / (K= 12Z
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Kavalan: Heavenly Lanterns in Pingxi
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Lantern Festival in January: Twinkling Stars Dotting the Sky gl

Wen-Pin Hope LEE

[ea. 30"] 03/31-2012
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4 A

Fage S35

]

R o

Hl

v % :
1 7 54— f* 7 1
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p=pp S
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= 55e 2
B %
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3 % +
Tuba 7 % t
%
=
. 3 Z—t
Timpani - ]n: o= ¥
= pp
5 x
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f
¥4 i P
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0
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il  — —HE f e
& i — e
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ord. @ 2 P
Viola E —a - i £ = v % £ — T
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- % e — k = Y T s
Cello % 4—= - i s
P T sempre PP ofs f
() pizz ) )
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