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= Scientists at work

The British Museum has a Iaboratory with
powerful modern equipment. Scientists carry
out detective work thers on objects from the
museum, and on finds from excavations. They
work out the answers to questions like

How old isit?
Isit s fake?

They thenysed 700 s,

What s it made off

aspecial / N
What would vou think this techmigue Y
mirrar was made of? for analysing
‘Everyone thought it was metsl and \
made of bronze ke the results
ather Greek and Roman said |
mirrorsin the museum. Sex
Brouzs contains copper Eﬂver Sé:;: /
and tin, and copper bevoes REE

covered with green corrosion
Iike this when it is buried.

Scientists in the laboratory were
lrying to discover more abaut the netals
uzed by the Greeks and Romans. When
they tested a bit of this mirror they

were puzzled because the metal did not
behave like bronze.

Once they knew what it was
made of, it was possible to
elean it properly. The British
Museum now has a vare Roman silver
mirroron display!
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