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Foreword

The Chinese Modern Printmaking Association was founded in 1958. Early members such as Chen Ting-shih, Yang Yin-feng, and Lee
Shi-chi have all become pillars of the current printmaking scene. In 1974, when the Evergreen Graphic Art Association was formed,
young printmakers such as Chung You-hui and Dawn Chen-ping also joined the ranks, boosting participation by the Modern Printmaking
Association in major exhibitions and helping with promotion. Liao Shiou-ping’s return from the United States to Taiwan to actively
promote new forms of printmaking and the expression of technique, gave printmaking programs at colleges and universities a brand new
direction. Not only did Liao’s efforts win him numerous major awards in Taiwan and internationally, but also helped encourage Ta-
iwanese printmakers to participate on the international scene, where they also took home major honors. The staging of the first ROC
International Biennial Print Exhibition attracted participation by artists from 49 countries and territories worldwide. Not only was it an
international success, but it elicited interest and recognition of Taiwanese printmaking the world over. Now the Biennial has reached
its fifth edition, and numerous awards demonstrate that local printmaking artists are able to compete at an international level. Much of
the credit can be given to the Modern Printmaking Association for its years of dedication and achievement, of which the local art world
should be extremely proud.

The dedication of the Evergreen Graphic Art Association has resulted not only in exhibitions in the United States, but also led to invita-
tion to exhibit in Italy. Interest in bilateral cultural exchange and two-way communication thus saw the Chinese-Italian Printmaking
Exchange Exhibition through to reality. From Taiwan, 50 artists including Fang Hsiang, Chou Ying, and Liao Shiou-ping provided one
or two works each, while seven Italian artists, led by Lino Alviani, have shipped 59 prints, photography and works on paper to Taiwan
especially for this exhibition.

Given a rich cultural heritage from which to draw on, European printmaking arts are more advanced than Taiwan’s, especially in terms
of the expression of a variety of print forms created through collective exploration many years ago. In addition to searching for new
methods of plate production, artists in Taiwan have attempted to invest their work with the essence of Oriental tradition and local
sensitivity. The most immediate impression of the Italian entries in the exhibition is their cheerful, lively expression of intent, strong
individual consciousness, and their interest in incorporating foreign themes to enrich and heighten the impact of their expression. It is
worthwhile noting that female artists account for a full one-half of all artists represented here. Meanwhile, building on a firm founda-
tion in sculpture, works on paper convey a new spirit for the age. The division of imagistic space therein demonstrates how subject
matter and materials can be employed to achieve fresher variet;es of creation.

The major purpose of exchange is to provide new stimulus and inspiration through multi-lateral contact and observation, not only enrich-
ing the creation and experience of those involved, but also helping lead to way to elevation and growth. We hope that this exhibition
will go far providing further enlightenment for those in Taiwan engaged in the study and appreciation of graphic art.

Special thanks are in order to members of the the Graphic Art Society of ROC and the Evergreen Graphic Art Association for their full
support, and to Mr. Chern Shen-Song for translating Italian to Chinese, as well as to Prof. Wang Hsiu-hsiung and Mr. Wu Hao for their
direction and guidance in making this event possible.

Chang Chun-Chieh
Director
National Taiwan Art Education Institute
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Foreword

The “Taiwan R.O.C. & Italy Exchange Exhibition” originated last year (1994), when the Graphic Art Society of R.O.C. selected 60
works by members of the Evergreen Graphic Art Association in response to an invitation to exhibit at Italy’s Ducale Pazazzo Museum
from August 13-31. The three-week exhibition went smoothly and was very well received. With an eye toward building on the bi-
lateral cultural exchange initiated with exhibition, this year we are fortunate that the National Taiwan Art Education Institute has
arranged this exhibition of series of prints by Chinese and Italian artists at the Institute’s Chung Cheng Gallery. Featured from Italy are
59 works from seven Italian artists including Lino Alviani, Lucio Bulgarelli, Biagio (Gino) Civale, Frank Dituri, Paola Federici, Mas-
simina Pesce, and Anna Seccia. From Taiwan, 96 works by 50 members of the Graphic Art Society of R.O.C. will be shown. The
unprecedented scale of this occasion marks a new level in recent exchange between R.O.C. and Italy.
The artistic oeuvre of Italy, from painting, to sculpture, to architecture, is renowened the world over for its brilliant history. The
artistic achievements of giants such as Rafael, Da Vinci, Michelangelo are celebrated throughout the world, but Italy’s favorable condi-
tions also fostered brilliant development in modern art, where it assumed a pivotal position on the global stage. The artists assembled
for this exhibition represent an outstanding level of achievement. Whether orthodox prints, or the application of printmaking methods
to other forms of expression, their works are lively, unrestrained, and replete with meaning. Moreover, each artist’s thinking and
technique are acute and well-directed, composing a diverse array of approaches worthy of appreciation and study by local audiences.
Since its establishment in 1970, the Graphic Art Society of R.O.C. has over a quarter century grown from its original 36 members to a
comprise a worldwide membership of over 110 outstanding printmaking artists. Following first president Fang Hsiang, Wu Hao, Lee
Shi-chi, and Ku Chung-kuang each served in this position. Following election in 1994, I am honored to assume the position as the
Society’s fifth president. Over the years, the Graphic Art Society of R.O.C. has maintained remained faithful to mission of promoting
print art. The presentation of 13 national printmaking exhibitions, four youth printmaking exhibitions, two cross-strait printmaking
exchange exhibitions, and assistance to local organizations, private enterprise, and social clubs in sponsoring printmaking exhibitions is
ample demonstration of our devotion of human and financial resources toward furthering this objective. Through such dedication, the
Society has now become a fresh and vital print art collective.
Today, printmaking art is highly regarded in Taiwan. The Council for Cultural Planning and Development of the Executive Yuan has
sponsored six international printmaking exhibitions and numerous Chinese New Year’s prints contests. Prominent printmaker Liao
Shiou-ping has devoted exhaustive efforts to the promotion of modern printmaking, colleges and universities have added new programs
in printmaking, and the advocacy of our Society members have all contributed greatly to the steady elevation of printmaking art in
Taiwan. Young artists are trying their hand at printmaking art all the time, giving prints works a completely new character. This
year, there is a rich supply of outstanding works by Society members from Taiwan in this R.0.C. & Italy Exchange Exhibition. Across
all generational lines, these works exhibit practiced technique, broad conception, novel composition, and outstanding overall caliber of
execution. The works from each respective participating country each exhibit their own character, and I am confident that such an
opportunity to participate together in this exhibition will go far in stimulating further creative development and advancing artistic and
cultural exchange.
Thanks to participating artists from both Italy and Taiwan, without whom preparations for such a significant exhibition would not have
gone so smoothly. We are especially grateful to the event’s co-sponsors, the Chung Cheng Gallery of the National Taiwan Art Educa-
tion Institute and the Council for Cultural Planning and Development, for putting this exhibition together. Additional thanks are due to
the staff members of the organizing agencies for putting together the special commemorative exhibition catalogue, and to Society
members for their assistance in getting this undertaking off the ground.
Shen Chin-Yuan
President
The Graphic Art Society of R.0.C.
March 20, 1995
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Presentazione

A nome di tutti gli Artisti Italiani devo dire che siamo molto contenti e compiaciuti di
partecipare alla “Taiwan, Republic of China & Italian Arts Exchange Exhibition”.

Crediamo fermamente che I’Arte possa essere il giusto veicolo per una maggiore conoscen-
za delle nostre diverse Societa’, ed e’nostro fondato pensiero che la gente di Taiwan, R.O.C.,
potra’ cosi meglio ampliare la sua visione della cultura italiana contemporanea.

Siamo lieti di ringraziare il National Taiwan Art Education Institute, Chung Cheng Gal-
lery per la opportunita che ci ha dato di mostrare i nostri lavori in questa importante Espos-
izione, e per la possibilita offertaci di esibire alcune delle migliori opere prodotte da Artisti
Italiani contemporanei.

Foreword

On behalf of all the Italian Artists we are happy and pleased to participate in the Taiwan
R.O.C. & Italy Arts Exchange Exhibition.

We believe that through the arts we will learn more about each other and our diverse
societies.

It is our hope that the people of Taiwan, Republic of China, will enjoy and increase their
insight into contemporary Italian culture.

We like to thank the National Taiwan Art Education Institute Chung-Cheng Gallery for
the opportunity to exhibit in this unique multi cultural art exhibition and for the change to
showcase some of the quality artwork being produced by contemporary Italian Artists.

Professor AM?&Q”"Q"" Director of Studioalvianiarte, Italy
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