Synopsis

Information Gathering Process Toward An Interactive Program Development
for the Digital Appreciation Education

Kinichi Fukumoto
Hyogo University of Teacher Education

Appreciacion education requires intrincically varied resources such as art reproductions, videos, laser
discs, and art book series. Among those resources, art book series are the informative one with full
of visual materials of the art products and critcal/aesthetic interpretations of those art works. The
recent publishment of the art book series seems to have an alternative approaches comparing to the
conventional volumes.

The principal purpose of this study was to analyze the tendency of the recent art book series as a
key resorce to develop an embryo type of hyper-media lesson program for the computerized
appreciation education. This major purpose was filtered down to the subordinate aims: to clarify if the
contents have any indication for the structural appreciation programs and inquire into the applicability
and adequacy of their information for the self-contained individual learning programs on the
computers.

Three art book series were selected for the comparison in light of their educational orientations. This
study showed that the recent art book series have a theme-oriented feature distinctively and give
clear aesthetic interpretations with various media such as artists' original works, related photos of
their private belongings,contextual objects reflecting their contemporary culture. Also their structural
relationships of the contents are interwoven complicatedly with its coherency in terms of critical
aspects.

Intricacy of information of art book series was screened to a meaningful set in order to develop a
feasible structure of the learning contents regarding 19th century French artist Manet for the hyper-
media appreciation programs. While the logical relationships were singnified in the sequential
process, the levels of the critical thinking were considered as a crucial aspect to be reflected in the
process.

An inquiry type of hyper-media program was developed as an embryo model of self-contained art
appreciation learning process using Hyper Card on the Macintosh computers. In the programs, three
metaphors were used: Manet's house for Manet's personal history and his art work, art museum for
Manet's related works and other artists' information, city maps/photos of contemporary Paris for
historical and cultural background.

This model program awaits its field testing and future implementation on site of individual educatjon
setting using computers.
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