Report on Practice of Art Education at Public Elementary Schools

in Greater Tokyo

Y oshimitsu Kiyono

Abstract

There are approximately 1,450 elementary schools in the Tokyo
metropolitan area, and over 95 percent of them have specialized teachers in
charge of art classes. Though there are specialized music or housekeeping
teachers, the number of the latter is not so big as that of the former or art
teachers because of the size of the schools (Only schools with more than 13
classes have specialized housekeeping teachers). The art class is taught at
different grades, varying from first to sixth grade. Outside the Tokyo
metropolis, art is taught only at the schools in two or three areas.

The qualifications for specialized art teachers include: at elementary
schools-- the same as teachers of general courses; at high schools--to meet
requirements for specialized art or craft teachers. So, the requirements for art
teachers are much stricter than those for teachers of general courses. In other
words, art teachers are all graduates from teachers colleges or art departments.
To sum up, education in greater Tokyo is more popular and sound than that in
the other areas in Japan in terms of specialized education.

Japan's education is practiced under the guidelines made by Ministry of
Education. The annual assigned hours for art classes at elementary schools are
68 for first grade and 70 for second to six grades. Moreover, the textbooks have
to pass the review of Ministry of and given freely to the students. The textbooks
for art classes are edited by four publishers specialized in textbooks. and local
educational committees have the right to choose their own textbooks. However,

several of them choose the same one at present.
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[ will make a report on "Practice of Art Education at Elementary Schools in

Greater Tokyo" to the INSEA members who attend its Asian meeting in Taiwan.

Source:
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Sumida District Third Terajima Elementary School ~ Takako Saido
Katsushika District Kamichiba Elementary School Kazuo Nagano
Suginami District Nishida Elementary School Yoshimitsu Kiyono
Koganei Municipal Ai Second Elementary School Shizuo Gamo
Shinagawa District Tachiai Elementary School Motoichi Ito
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