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The Seven-Fellow Painting Club and the Perspective of Art Education in
Taiwan

ABSTRACT The Seven-Fellow Drawing Club was founded in 1955. They
were regarded as "cultural artists". The view of theirs was in harmony with the
spirits of agricutual society, while they were in agreement with the government’s
cultural policy.

The establishment of the Seven-Fellow Drawing Club propelled the booming
of various drawing clubs in Taiwan. By series of exhibitions and seminars, the
Club helped much help to the art education in Taiwan. They were regarded as
mainstream of arts, by keeping the essences of traditional Chinese painting.

Nevertheless, the Club was no longer maintaining its influences when they
were unable to cultivate students going beyond its members’ achievement. The
reason was much to do with the members’ attitudes toward the teaching and learn-
ing of art education. For instance, they emphasized the training of technigues and
way of keeping format, but ignored the enlightment sensitivity and creativity. In
additioh, they were passive in terms of the way facing the impact of Western arts.

Besides the discussion and reflection of the downward influence of the Seven
-Fellow Drawing Club, author makes some suggestions in terms of art education

and related social development.
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