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Alphons Mucha (1860-1939)
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The legacy of nostalgic ideas from the nineteenth century art
movement, and the correction of anti-industrial revolution attitude,
lead to the European reform of formative art in design, which
deserted classic symmetry and traditional Graeco-Roman style, and
directly adopted from the nature patterns of flowers and plants. As
a result, fashion of Art Nouvean Movement emerged. Mucha is a
master of the fashion., By following the fashion, Mucha founded a
design model based on natural images.

In 1896, Mucha was born in Czechoslovakia. He once did wall
-painting in Vienna Opera House, and made a living by drawing
figure portraits. By a chance, he made friend with Counts Khuen
and Eqon Belas, who sponsored Mucha’s studies in Munich Art
College, Julian College, Paris, and Gromci College, in 1885, 1887 and
1888 respectively. In 1894, for the first time, Mucha made color
lithograph poster for the promotion of Sarch Bernhevt's public
performance. He also took charge of stage and costume designs for
the show. In the meantime, he drew posters for Champenois

company. Those works won him a good reputation, a part in the



celebrity society of Paris, and a teaching job in Gramci College.
During Mucha's career as a poster designer, Madame Sharon was an
important patron. In 1900, Mucha was commissioned by Fouquet, a
jeweler, for interior design. In the same year, he was designated to
decorate the Austro-Hungarian Hall at the Paris Exhibition. Mucha
loves to use columns of frame in decoraptive patterns backgound of
his portraits of sweet common women. By combining refined
composition with smooth curves, he shows his mastering skills and
his insistence on pursuit for pure beauty.

Mucha resided in the United States from 1904 to 1910. He
became active in local circle of artists by means of a tour of
exhibitions. During the tour, he acquainted himself with Charles
Crane, who sponsored Mucha's oil painting series titled "Slavic
Epic.” The series helped Mucha reach summit of another field
besides poster. He officially devoted the series to the city of
Prague in 1929, an action showed his love of the nation. In 1939,
he was arrested by Nazi agents. After days of detention, he died of

pneumonia, and left a world he once decorated.
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