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From the generation of " the dream of craft” point of view to discover Taiwan's
traditional ceramic developments.
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Abstract:

National Taiwan Craft Research Institute (briefly described as NTCRI), in 1979, held “the appraisal
of the industrial handcraft product contest,” which had been renamed to “the appraisal of the article of
daily use contest,” combined with “ the industrial craft contest” and finally named “the dream of the
craft.” NTCRI aggressively popularized the existence value of the craft, and cooperated with the
international exportations, which made the craft plays an important and un-negligible role in Taiwan’s
economical miracles.

As a matter of fact that the ceramic is characterized in the most common touchable and useful
livelihood materials, frequently prize awarded in the contests, the research selects the ceramic from
several awarded works of the competitions every year as our main discussion objects. We also analyzed
historical records and operated in coordination to clarify development tracks of social environment at
the time. The purposes of this research are shown below:

1. Through historical record analyses, background discussions will be performed in the aspects of
economy, technology and education.

2. Discussions for the developing processes and evolutions of “the dream of craft.”

3. Defining and separating every critical period of the ceramic craft according to the combination of
historical record analyses and awarded works in competitions.

The government has impelling national constructions since 1960, which has brought enormous
business opportunities. And by the co-operation of entire civilized educations, technology abilities
increase rapidly, Taiwan had become one of the large industrial production countries in the world. But
economic transfers and industry emigrations made us encountered bottlenecks in technology upgrades.
In order to solve this problem, the authorities had launched a policy that made our industry developed
towards high technology directions. In 1996, the government has introduced knowledge economies and
cultural originality industries, and built image business circles, planed cultural parks and strengthened
Taiwan images, representing Taiwan’s appearance. Cooperation with the action of multiple educations,
more and more intelligent and brilliant people contribute there knowledge consequently, which
established a completely new road for traditional craft industries.

During the research processes, from the contest works and analyzed records we are able to
distinguish the developing time as followed:

1. The massive production era (1979~1990).

2. The transition era (1991~1996).

3. The Art design era (1997 up to now).

Through the proceeding of this research and the appraisal of craft competitions, we are very look
forward to discovering the development of Taiwan’s traditional ceramic crafts, and do our best efforts

for the popularity and the generation.

Keyword : the dream of craft, traditional craft, ceramics
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