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Abstract

Keywords : Avant-garde, Nicht-Organisch, spiritualization, autonomy,

Zeichenallegorie, la chair

According to the Avant-garde distinguished by Peter Biirger, this essay
positions the art history of Joseph Beuys’ art by discarding the criteria between
Modernism Art and Postmodernism Art. The partial meaning and full meaning of
Avant-garde may not be necessarily identical, and the implication given may not
be consistent from one viewer to another. To examine Beuys’ art, it is inevitable to
explain the meaning implied by the subjective interpretation work elements. In
accordance with Walter Benjamin’s Nicht-Organisch and T.W. Adorno’s Negative
aesthetic viewpoint which both featured with fractured status of meaning, and also
with reference to the mysticism tendency characterized by Beuys and the unique
art trend at that time, this study, based on the phenomenological point of view,
tries to adopt a metaphorical approach and to raise some comment in a
“receiver’s” aspect. Thisthesis investigates the art performance and the
perspective of historical statement, and emphasizes the traditional analogical

methods of Beuys’ art element and conducts a comparative research.

This essay also expands the viewpoint of Zeichenallegorie mentioned by
Benjamin and regards Beuys’ Avant-garde does not base on organic principle but
meaningful principle to combine individual element symbolically, and makes it
meaningful by operating in the particular art occasions and circumstances and in
the process of “non-organic” through the element arbitrary combination. The
mysterious perception created by the remaining and disconnected symbols of the
work comes from an inarticulated force. However, Beuys believes the work of
Zeichenallegorie style should reflect concerns of the society itself, and thus it
results in adual contradiction of “autonomy” and “social purpose” art brought up
by Adorno. The intention to integrate both or perhaps the boundary that Beuys
tries to surpass is the cause of contradiction in Beuys’ art. The questions and
difficulties that Avant-garde encountered during the developing process between
art and social relation as well as the gap between Beuys’ art performance and

social intention are the issues to be discussed in this dissertation.
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