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ST

Yunnan Bronze. Drum. which is one kind of Bronze Drums in ancinet
China. is the representation of Yunnan style. Bronze Drums are one kind of
bronze-made appliance in ancient China. They have following features: made
of bronze, flat surface, with four ears, bottomless, with curve in the middle of
the body and empty space inside the body. The Bronze Drums can be found in
southeast Asia and the southern part of China. The Bronze Drums are
appliance with multiple functions. They can be used as a kind of music
instruments---drum; at the same time, they can also be a kind of cooking
appliance. Furthermore, they could be a kind of ceremonial appliance, or even
more a symbol of wealth and politieal power. Therefore, starting from the
beginning of the 20th centery, there are many scholars, eastern and western.
investing lots of time and efforts in this field.

Since there are 25 minorities living in the Yunnan area, therefore, the
Yunnan style Bronze Drum has developed its own unique style. For most of
the scholars who focus on the study of Bronze Drums, the classification and
historical background of the Bronze Drums are their main interest. There are
few people doing the research from the estheticism perspective. Hence. this
project will base on the previous studies in this subject, and then, I will try to
use a different kind of approach, from the angle of art history and estheticism,
to do the reserach. And | hope that | can get the answers to the following
guestion: What is the meaning and position of the Bronze Drum in the Yunnan
art history?

For this project, | had spent four months in collecting the relevent
materials in the major libraries inTaiwan. | also had spent one month is
Yunnan, Mainland China. visiting the relics and talking to the experts there to

get even more mateials to help do the resarch.
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The methods of the project are based on archaeology, science, history,
art estheticism. | hope I can find out how the style of each Bronze Drum differs
form each other by comparing the features of the patterns on the Bronze
Drums.

As for the contents of the project, the subject is basically focusing on the
ancinet Yunnan Bronze drum,; the time period is from middle of Spring-Autumn
period to Ching dynasty. In the following chapters. the following questions will

be discussed in deepth:

(1)The origin and development of the Bronze Drum.

(2)The purposes and the functions the ancinet YunnanBronze Drum serve

(3)What are the criterions for cutting up the different development period
of the Yunnan Bronze Drums?

(4)How do the patterns on the Yunnan Bronze Drums change?

(5)To understand how ancinet people appreciate beautiful things? In other
words, what are their criterions for "beautiful"?

And at last, | will draw some conclusins form my research, and define the
value of Yunnan Bronze Drum in the Chinese art history.

The following are the conclusions | draw from the research:

(2)The origin of the ancinet Bronze Drums are a kind of ceramic appliance
developed by the peoples of the southern parts of China.

(2)The ancinet Bronze Drums can serve many functions. Of course, they
are a kind of music instruments; at the same time. they serve as a ceremonial
applicance. Besides, they are also symbols of wealth and political power.
Furthermore, they are fine art. Up to now. the Bronze Drums found in Yunnan
amount to the number of 150 or so.

(3)The styles of the Yunnan Bronze Drums vary with the areas. In this
project. | reconize six periods. Drun of the first period drum (in the shape of an

up-side down ax), drum of the second period (in the shape of a normal drum),
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drum of the third period, drum of the forth period, drum of the fifth period and
the drum of the sixth period (in the shape of a bucket).

Generally speaking, form the first period to the six perid, the styles of
drums of different periods change a lot. But, there is still some rules in the
change; that is: from simple to delicate, then from delicate back to simple.

(4)Another conclusion | get is that: the patterns on the drums of different
periods varies with the areas. Generally, they have basic patterns in common,
but for different peoples, they add their own colors or patterns on it so that the
styles of the Bronze Drums would be different for each people.

(5)The concept of beauty of the peoples living in the Yunnan area is quite
attractive. They make the Bronze Drum a useful tool for the daily life; at the
same time, an ideal fine art for the spiritual life of the people.

(6)Yunnzn Bronze Drum definitely has its own style, but it has been
influenced by the Han culture in some way. Hence, in the Chinese art history,
it is considered as a part of the Han culture, But, once again, the unique style
of the Yunnan Bronze Drums takes. an important position in the Chinese art

history which is undeniable.
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