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A Case Study of the Implementation Process and Participants’ Viewpoints
of an Artist-in-residence Program
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Abstract

Artists-in-residence program is relatively new in Taiwan; it aims to improve the
quality of art teaching by having artists or professional art groups working with art
teachers at schools to deepen students’ learning of the art and humanity curriculum.
However, by 2012, very few studies have been conducted to inquire the effectiveness or
document the participants’ viewpoints of artists-in-residence programs. Museum of
Contemporary Art, Taipei (MOCA Taipei) has had five years of experience implementing
artists-in-residence program. This researcher thereby adopted a case study method and
interviewed MOCA Taipei staff, the artist, the art teacher regarding to the implementation
of an artist-in-residence program in the academic year of 2011-2012. Participatory
observation and questionnaires to students were also conducted to understand
participants’ perspectives.

The research questions of this study included: (1) What is the implementation
process of the artist-in-residence program by MOCA Taipei? (2) What is the curriculum
content and ways of exhibiting learning results of this artist-in-residence program? (3)
What are the viewpoints and suggestions of the participants including the artist, the art
teacher, the museum staff, and students regarding to the artist-in-residence program?

The major conclusions of this study are as follows: (1) MOCA Taipei initiated the
project by looking for schools and artists to collaborate with. Meetings were conducted
every semester. MOCA Taipei staff oversees the artist-in-residence program, and the
implementation process can be divided into the following four stages: mediating,
pre-preparation, curriculum implementation and exhibiting results. (2) Curriculum
implementation process include: project overview, creative association and presentation,
visiting the museum, introducing different materials, sketching, creating schoolbags and

uniforms, the artist providing feedbacks to students, students finishing their artworks.



Students” works were exhibited on school campus during their school anniversary
exhibition as well as at MOCA Taipei. (3) The Artist, art teacher, MOCA Taipei staff and
students felt that the artist-in-residence program brought to them different experience and
positive benefits. Questionnaire survey and interview documented the results of students’
learning as well as their feedbacks after participating in the program. Most participants
felt the one major difficulty during the process is the limited time for curriculum
implementation. Overall, participants including the artist, the teacher, MOCA staff and

students described their views and suggestions with regard to artist-in-residence program.

Keywords: artist-in-residence program, Museum of Contemporary Art, case study, art

education, high school
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