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Abstract

This study aims to develop an “Arts & Gender” curriculum, which is based on the
theory of art education and gender education to establish its teaching concepts. The
researcher designs and practices the “Arts & Gender” curriculum, and makes students go
through a self-reflective creation process. This study adopts the action research method.
The study objects are 29 junior one students from a public junior high school in New
Taipei City. After the pilot study and refinement, the researcher held a formal teaching of
the curriculum named “The Secrets of Arts and Gender” in 8 weeks, 16 classes. The
method of data collection includes recording of classroom observation, students’ interviews,
pre-test and post-test, students’ feedback sheets, and teacher’s reflective journals. By
applying qualitative research to compare and analysis these data, the author can get
students’ learning situations and teaching effects to assess and refine the “Arts & Gender”
curriculum.

From this study, the conclusions are drawn below:

a) The theory of “Arts & Gender” curriculum

According to the concepts of postmodern art education, the “Arts & Gender”
curriculum should understand, analyze, and reflect the effects caused by art and gender,
including the construction of knowledge, the formation of meaning, and the relationship
with authority. The content should include the feature and the knowledge of art, combining
with gender issues and students’ life experiences. The teacher should play the role of a
self-conscious and reflective person, leading students to understand and criticize on the
construction of arts and gender from their self-experience, culture, and social environment.
The goal is to help students establish their gender consciousness and improve their future
career development.

b) The creation process of “art & gender”

\



The creation of arts and gender combines self-experience, theoretical knowledge and
self-reflection. By designing curriculum and developing teaching concept, the researcher
can inspect his/her own gender consciousness by the creation; through the integration and
switching of “artist/researcher/teacher” these three roles based on A/r/tography, the process
and achievement of the creation can be used as teaching materials to impart arts and gender
experience and consciousness to students, leading them to think about the arts and gender
issue. The students can understand the importance of arts and gender, and exchange their

affections and experiences with each other.

¢) The curriculum design of “Arts & Gender”

The curriculum integrates the theory of art education, gender issue, and students’ life
experiences. The teaching concept matches with students’ competence indicators. The
teaching strategies, which are discussion method and inquiry teaching method, can help_
students be autonomous learners. The assessment is diversified. The students are assessed
by their portfolios so that the teacher can know their learning condition and gender

consciousness.

d) The effect of the teaching of “Arts & Gender”

According to the operation result and students’ feedback, the “Arts & Gender”
curriculum helps develop students’ art appreciation and cognitive competence. Students
reflect their own gender experiences and consciousness through creation. The curriculum
inspires students to inspect and criticize themselves, others, environment, and even the
social culture. The reflection can be useful in their future career development. The result of

this study shows the validity and feasibility of practicing the “Arts & Gender” curriculum.

Key words: art education, gender issue, arts & gender curriculum
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