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When British Kids Meet Taiwanese Sai-Wong
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“That would be seen
disrespectful, the way you
hand paper out to students
if we were in China.”
(BREZRMEPE  FBEEEN
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Once upon a time, in the far North of Ancient China, there was a man whose name was Sai-Wong, who lived with his only son. All
the people in his village admired his knowledge of horses and loved to talk about the fine horses he had, when they saw these beautiful
creatures running freely on the wide emerald green plain.

One day, one of the best of his horses ran away towards the far end of the land owned by barbarians and didn’t return. News spread
and everyone came to Sai-Wong to express their sympathy.

Surprisingly, Sai-Wong looked calm puffing smoke from a tobacco; the bad news seemed to have no influence on his daily life.

“Aren 't you worried about your horse? Losing such a good steed must have cost you dearly.” one of the neighbours asked.

“Well, I don t see how the missing horse is a loss.”

“Why? It's worth a lot of money!” another neighbour asked.

“Because you never know what will happen in the future. The lost horse may bring me good luck some day.”

Several months later, the missing horse came back home and by its side, another magnificent Mongolian stallion ran in parallel. This
scene made all the people in the village gather around Sai-Wong’s house again and congratulate his good fortune.

“You are really lucky! You've made a good fortune without even lifting a finger!” exclaimed the neighbours.

“Well, instead of good fortune, this free horse may bring us bad luck.” Sai-Wong replied flatly.

The Mongolian stallion was handsome but wild and needed to be tamed, so Sai-Wong’s only son spent one day to the next riding it,
though this meant that he did no farming or chores.

One day, when he rode the stallion which was running like the wind, he suddenly, lost his balance, and plunged to the ground and
broke his leg. Everyone came to Sai-Wong’s house to console him.

“Thank you for your concern, but let us not mourn just yet, but my son’s broken legs could be a blessing in disguise”.

A few months later, barbarians attacked the northern frontier and all the strong young men in the village had to report to the army by
the command of the central government.

It was a hard battle, and every nine out of ten young men died on this horrific battle field. While many families cried for the loss of
their beloved sons, Sai-Wong and his son were safe. His son had been saved from joining the army by his broken leg.

So, Sai-Wong had his son’s company for many years until he died peacefully in his late 80s. A few years later, when his son was also
in his ripe old age, his injured knee felt sore whenever a chilly wind swept through from far North.

He didn’t complain physical pain cutting through his bone, and was only grateful for the twinges, because they reminded him of his
great good fortune to be alive.

This was the story From Bad to Good to Bad to Good.
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